
What is Saving Faith – Part 2 

Sermon delivered on September 13th, 2020 
Sunday AM Service 

By: Pastor Greg Hocson 

Text: Acts 16:25-34 
Acts 16:25 And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto God: and the prisoners 
heard them. 26: And suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken: and immediately all the doors were opened, and every one's bands were loosed. 27: 
And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew 
out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled. 28: But 
Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no harm: for we are all here. 29: Then he called 
for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas, 30: And 
brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? 31: And they said, Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 32: And they spake unto him the word 
of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. 33: And he took them the same hour of the night, 
and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway. 34: And when he had 
brought them into his house, he set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his 
house. 

Introduction 
What must I do to be saved? Here is a million-dollar question. There is no more important 
question than this. This is a question that you and I cannot afford not to know the answer. I pray 
that you have at one point in your life, have asked this burning question. 

I am glad that God has not left us in dark regarding what a person must do in order to be saved; 
what a person must do in order to be delivered from sin, death and hell. God in His Word gives 
us a simple and direct answer to this very important question. The Bible’s answer to this crucial 
question is “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” Salvation 
is through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. This is the clear teaching and testimony of Scripture. 
Our gracious God in the Scripture graciously and repeatedly calls people to believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Let me give you some verses to prove this point. 

John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name: 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

John 6:35 And Jesus said unto them, I am the bread of life: he that cometh to me shall never 
hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. 



John 6:40 And this is the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and 
believeth on him, may have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day. 

John 11:25 Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live: 

1 John 5:13 These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God. 

What these verses and there are many others, tell us is that a man is saved through faith in Christ 
Jesus. Salvation is through faith; more specifically, through faith in the person and work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. It is through faith that we are justified (Romans 5:1, Rom 3:24-30). It is 
through faith that we are reconciled to God (Romans 5:1-11). It is through faith that receive 
eternal life (John 3:16). It is through faith that we become children of God (John 1:12, 
Galatians 3:26). 

Faith is absolutely essential to true Biblical Christianity. You cannot be saved without excising 
faith on the Lord Jesus Christ. You cannot be delivered from sin, death, and hell without 
believing on the Lord Jesus Christ. Now if believing is so necessary and that without it there is 
no salvation, it is very important for us to be dead serious and to be diligent to find out what 
is the nature of saving faith and that we know that have it. 

There is another reason why we need to be diligent to know and understand the nature of saving 
faith. We are to be deeply concerned to know what it is to believe, because the same Bible that 
tells us the necessity of saving faith also tells us that there are kinds of faith that are non-
saving faith. Not all faith save. There is a saving faith but there are also non-saving faiths. 

Since the Bible teaches that there are kinds of faith that do not and cannot save and that it is easy 
to be deceived, we must be diligent to know what is the nature of saving faith and earnestly seek 
the help of the Spirit of God. Today, let’s consider three kinds of faith that cannot save, 
namely, Demonic Faith, Dead Faith, and Defective Faith.  

What am I trying to accomplish in this message? I want each and every one here this morning to 
be fully settled in their salvation. Because unless you are settled in this matter of salvation you 
will be unsettled in many things such assurance of salvation, sanctification, service, and many 
other areas in the Christian life. So, let’s look at these three spurious faiths. 

I – The Examples of Non-Saving Faith 
1. Demonic Faith 
James 2:19 Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and 
tremble.  



Here we are told that the demons believe in God—and they even tremble because of that belief. 
In the Gospels, you will see that the demons confess the power and the true identity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
Mark 3:7 But Jesus withdrew himself with his disciples to the sea: and a great multitude from 
Galilee followed him, and from Judaea, 8: And from Jerusalem, and from Idumaea, and from 
beyond Jordan; and they about Tyre and Sidon, a great multitude, when they had heard what 
great things he did, came unto him. 9: And he spake to his disciples, that a small ship should wait 
on him because of the multitude, lest they should throng him. 10: For he had healed many; 
insomuch that they pressed upon him for to touch him, as many as had plagues. 11: And unclean 
spirits, when they saw him, fell down before him, and cried, saying, Thou art the Son of God. 
Here we see the demons have a correct confession regarding Christ. As someone has 
said, “Satan’s theology is probably better than yours or mine. But knowing all the answers and 
possessing a right theology doesn’t save you.”  

Matthew 8:28 And when he was come to the other side into the country of the Gergesenes, there 
met him two possessed with devils, coming out of the tombs, exceeding fierce, so that no man 
might pass by that way. 29: And, behold, they cried out, saying, What have we to do with 
thee, Jesus, thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?  
The demons clearly believe in the existence of God and even the Lordship of Christ. They 
believe that Jesus is Son of God and they recognize His power by asking “have You come here to 
torment us before the time?” 

Here is an example of a non-saving faith. Though the demons believe and tremble at the Lord, 
their “faith” is not a “saving faith”.  The demons know and acknowledge Jesus as the Son of 
God and they even recognize His power, but it is obvious they are not saved, because they refuse 
to bow and submit to Jesus Christ as their Lord and Master. They rebelliously choose to serve a 
different master. There are those today who confess Christ with their lips, but their heart is far 
from Him. 

2. Dead Faith 
Another example of non-saving faith is dead faith. James speaks about dead faith in James 
2:14-26. 

James 2:14 What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him? 15: If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, 16: 
And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye 
give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit? 17: Even so faith, 
if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18: Yea, a man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have 
works: shew me thy faith without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. 19: 
Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. 18: 
But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? 

James 2:26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 



The whole point of these passages is to show that faith that does not produce good works and 
godliness is dead faith. In other words, if your faith is real, it will produce fruit. That is, good 
works and godliness are evidence that your faith is genuine. As someone has said, “We are saved 
by faith alone but the faith that saves is not alone.” 

When true faith exists, good works and godliness will necessarily follow. But please don’t 
misunderstand me, good works and godliness are not part of faith. Our good works and good 
deeds do not make our salvation complete. We do not do good works in order to be saved, we 
necessarily do good works because we are already saved. It is very important that we understand 
this—good works are the outcome of faith. They are the fruit not the root of salvation. They 
flow from faith. It is faith alone that receives God’s gift of justification, but the faith that justifies 
will never be alone; it will always manifest itself in good works and godly life. 
2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 

3. Defective Faith 
Another kind of non-saving faith is defective faith. This faith may be sincere and strong, but it 
is non-saving faith because it is a faith in Christ based on error. It is believing in Jesus as 
someone He is not. Please turn to ... 
Matthew 16:13 When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, 
saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14: And they said, Some say that thou 
art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 
There were many in Jesus’ day who had wrong beliefs about Christ. Some thought that He was 
John the Baptist, others thought He was Elijah, still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets. Even 
in our day, there are many religious groups who believe in Jesus, but they have wrong belief 
about Him. Some accept Christ as a prophet of God and yet deny His deity. They speak very 
highly of Jesus as a prophet, but insist that Christ never claimed to be God, and that He never 
died upon the cross. Others assert Christ as a wise teacher and a philosopher, but certainly not the 
Son of God. Another religious group claims that Jesus is an angel. 

Though their faith may be strong and sincere, it is non-saving faith because it is misplaced. It is 
non-saving faith, because it is not based on truth but based on misconception about Jesus 
Christ. Understand, faith is only as good as who you put it in. If you were to put your faith into 
something false, then it is false faith. It does not matter how sincere a person is and how strong 
his faith is, it is meaningless and empty when its object is not the Jesus of the Bible. We 
must believe the right Jesus if we are to be saved! This leads me to the next point I want to 
bring this morning, which is the object of true saving faith. I talked about this last week but it 
bears repeating because I am fully convinced that this is a point we cannot overemphasize. 

II – The Exclusive Object Saving Faith 
1. Jesus Christ is the Object of True Saving faith 
The object of faith that brings salvation is the Lord Jesus Christ, who died on the cross and rose 
from the dead. 



Romans 10:9 That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in 
thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. 

Please turn to ... 
John 1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even 
to them that believe on his name: 

Matthew 11:28 Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
29: Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. 30: For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 

Acts 4:10 Be it known unto you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God raised from the dead, even by him doth this 
man stand here before you whole. 11: This is the stone which was set at nought of you builders, 
which is become the head of the corner. 12: Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is 
none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 
These verses and many more tell us that the exclusive object of faith that saves is Jesus Christ, 
and Him crucified! It is Jesus Christ Himself, and what He did on the cross to pay the penalty of 
our sin. The one and only object of saving faith is Jesus Christ who was crucified for our sin. It is 
Jesus Christ plus nothing and minus nothing! 

2. Jesus Christ is the Saviour not Faith 
Please turn to ... 
2 Timothy 3:14 But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, 
knowing of whom thou hast learned them; 15: And that from a child thou hast known the holy 
scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. 

Romans 3:28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the deeds of the 
law. 29: Is he the God of the Jews only? is he not also of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles also: 
30 Seeing it is one God, which shall justify the circumcision by faith, and 
uncircumcision through faith. 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: 9: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 
Notice it says, “through faith” not “through the faith.” Paul did not say “through the faith.” 
Faith is not the Saviour. The Lord Jesus Christ is the Saviour. It is not faith itself that saves but 
through faith. Faith is the instrument that God uses to bring individuals into a saving 
relationship with Himself.  

B. B. Warfield puts it this way, “The saving power of faith resides thus not in itself, but in the 
Almighty Saviour on whom it rests... It is not, strictly speaking, even faith in Christ that saves, 
but that Christ saves through faith.” 



I have heard people ask, “How much faith do I need in order for me to be saved?”  
The question is not in the strength of your faith, but it is the strength of the One you are 
trusting in. You may take a sleeping pill for your stomach with strong faith. But no matter how 
strong your faith may be in that sleeping pill; your stomachache will not go away. You must take 
the right medicine if you are to be healed. So, the question is not, how much faith does a person 
need to be saved? But the question is, what kind of faith does a person need to be saved? And 
the answer is rather simple: Biblical faith! True saving faith is faith whose object is the Lord 
Jesus Christ and His perfect sacrifice on the cross of Calvary. 

Closing Thoughts 
What must I do to be saved? We come full circle. Let me ask the question again? What must a 
man, a woman, a boy, a girl do to be saved? The answer is not in ourselves – in what we do; not 
in our church – in what the church can do for us. It’s not in a fellow man – priest, pastor, rabbi, 
guru can do for us. No! It is wholeheartedly trusting the Christ who died and rose again from the 
dead! 

“Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.” Oh, what a promise! 
Take God at His Word. Come to Christ and humbly acknowledge your sinfulness and your own 
inability to save yourself. Come to Him because He invites you to come to Him. Call upon Him 
because He commands you to call upon Him. Believe on Him because He promises to save those 
who come to Him, call upon Him and believe on Him. The promises of Jesus Christ are all 
faithful and true, they shall never fail, for He is faithful and true. What a great promise we find 
in Revelation 22:17, which is the last invitation to salvation in the Bible: And the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. And let him that is athirst come. And 
whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely. 

Oh, Christians let’s get this message out. This is not the time to be silent and do nothing. Let’s 
get the gospel message out for we do not know how much time we have left before the Lord 
Jesus Christ comes back! 

AMEN!


